
About Globe

Globe posters were truly the people’s posters.  For more than 80 years, they 
brightened city street corners and telephone poles, country crossroads and 
union halls, shouting the names of bands and the dates of carnivals up and 
down the East Coast. A Globe Poster made you look, with its bright inks and 
bold type that shook and shimmied. 
      Founded in 1929, Globe grew by leaps, bounds and bold swatches of 
DayGlo color into one of the nation’s largest showcard printing companies. 
Starting with vaudeville, movies, burlesque and carnival, Globe found its 
groove in the 1960s with posters for top R&B and rock acts like James Brown, 
Otis Redding, and Ike and Tina Turner. In 1975, Joseph Cicero Sr., a longtime 
employee of the company, purchased Globe Poster from owner Norman Shapiro. 
Cicero’s sons, Bob, Frank and Joe Jr., followed their father into the business, 
carrying Globe’s iconic style forward into the rap, hip-hop and Go-Go scenes.
      With demand for posters dwindling in this digital age, the Cicero brothers 
decided to close up shop in 2010. But Baltimoreans and students aware 
of Globe’s legacy formed a Friends of Globe group to find a new home for its 
treasures. Because of that vision, the desire of the Ciceros to keep Globe in 
Baltimore, and MICA’s creative thinking, Globe did not die. Truckloads of wood 
type, letterpress cuts and other tools of the trade moved from Highlandtown to 
MICA in the summer of 2011, and when the fall semester started, Bob Cicero 
began teaching a new generation of  artists how to make a poster “pop.”
      As the Globe Collection and Press at MICA, Globe’s history, tools and style 
continue to inspire through education, archiving efforts and in the design of 
new commercial work for clients ranging from Hello Kitty to The Star Spangled 
Banner Flag House. 
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MICA acquired the wood type, photo cuts, illustration blocks, and other tools of poster-making from the Globe Poster Printing 
Corp. in the spring of 2011 and is now integrating the collection into the fabric of the college. The Globe Collection and Press 
at MICA is being used in the classroom, to create new work reflecting the iconic style of Globe, and to further research the 
history and importance of  the “people’s advertising,” from carnival posters to day-glo promotions for R&B greats like James 
Brown, Aretha Franklin, and Ike & Tina Turner.

Globe interns will learn the basics of letterpress and screen printing, or, if already proficient, improve their skills in these 
crafts by working on internal and external projects. (Recent Globe projects have included posters for John Waters x New York 
Film Festival, Black Girls Vote, and Preakness 145. Interns will learn more about the collection by proofing cuts and type to 
help with archiving those items. Interns will help to keep the letterpress studio and Globe Archive room in the 15/15 
Printmaking building organized and ready for printing and other projects, and will safeguard the collection and tools in the 
letterpress studio by monitoring the studio’s use. Interns will work to develop a stronger appreciation for and knowledge of 
Globe through branding, social media, design projects, and community outreach, both at MICA and in the broader community.

The internship is 120 hours throughout the course of a semester. Interns work two shifts per week totally 10 hours. 

This internship is open to MICA undergraduates (juniors and seniors) and MICA graduate students. To apply for the internship 
please fill out the application and email it to Allison Fisher, afisher@mica.edu. Globe will being taking applications for Spring 
2022 from October 15, 2021 through October 29, 2021. This is a paid internship. Students can also receive credit for it 
through the Career Development office. Please be aware that to receive credit for any internship at MICA you will need to 
attend an internship orientation before you can begin the internship. 



Globe Collection and Press at MICA – Intern Application  – Spring 2022

Name:

Major, concentration, and year:

Email:

Phone:

School Address:

Home Address:

How did you find out about Globe? 

Why are you interested in an internship with Globe and what do you hope to accomplish?

Explain your experience and skills. What skills do you anticipate being valuable while working with Globe?

Globe is a collaborative working environment. What skills or leadership experience do have working as part of a team?


